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St. John XXIII, OFS fraternity                    Secular Franciscan Order ~USA                   October 2021 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 We are Secular Franciscans living in the world and sharing our Franciscan Charism by “going 

from gospel to life, and life to the gospel”, by following Jesus Christ in the footsteps of St. 
Francis and St. Clare; and by following our apostolic Rule we strive to build up the Kingdom of 

God in our lifetimes by our prayers, works and fraternal community.

October Gathering 
October 3 – TRANSITUS of St. Francis, 6:30 pm 
St. Patrick Church, DeSota St. St. Paul. 
October 4 –FEAST of St. Francis MASS, 7:00 pm 
St. Bridget, N Minneapolis, call Kathy for a ride. 
October 10 – Fraternity Meeting, Activities 
building, St. Bonaventure’s, Room #4, 1:00-3:30 
pm. Bring your filled water bottle! 
Franciscan Gospel Sharing – Kathie Sirek 
On-Going Formation – Holy Half-Hours,  
 Articles #23-24 
Franciscan 101 – Learn to use the iBreviary app  
Bring your smart phones, tablets, laptops or books! 
Liturgy of the Hours – Trudy Phillips 
Snack – Kathie Sirek 
Fruit – Joan Marcantelli 
 

October III Order Feasts 
3.   St. Marie-Joseph Tossello  
3.   TRANSITUS OF SAINT FRANCIS of ASSISI 
4.   FEAST of SAINT FRANCIS of ASSISI  
5.   Commemoration of the establishment  
 of the 3 Orders  
6.   St. Marie Francoise of the Five Wounds  
7.   Feast of the Holy Rosary  
8.   St. Brigitte of Sweden  
10. St. Francois Borgia 
11. POPE ST. JOHN XXIII, OFS 
13. Sue Allen’s birthday 
15. Profession Anniversaries, 2006 
 Lori Hinker, Trudy Phillips & Tim Taormina 
20. Bl. Contardo Ferrini  
21. Bl. Martyrs of Polonais  
23. St. Anthony Mary Claret  
28. Bl. Anne-Eugenie Picco 
  

 

November Gathering 
November 14 – Fraternity Meeting, Activities 
building, St. Bonaventure’s, Room #4, 1:00-3:30 
pm. Bring your filled water bottle! 
Opening Prayer – Mary Kopelke 

Renewal of Profession Promises 
Franciscan Gospel Sharing – Tim Taormina 
On-Going Formation – Holy Half-Hours,  
 Articles #25-26 
Franciscan 101 – Franciscan Crown Rosary for 
 our deceased members 
Liturgy of the Hours – Kathie Sirek 
Snack – Mary Kopelke 
Fruit – Mary Kopelke 
 

November III Order Feasts 
1.   Feast of All Saints  
2.   Feast of All Souls  
3.-9. National Vocation Awareness Week 
4.   St. Charles Borromeo  
5.   All deceased of the Franciscan Order 
10. Bl. Louis Guanella  
12. Bl. Jean de la Paix  
13. St. Francis Xavier Cabrini 
17. Bl. Jeanne de Signa  
19. St. Elizabeth of Hungry, Patroness of OFS  
21. Feast of Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
23. Bl. Marie de Jesus Bon Pasteur 
25. Thanksgiving 

28. First Sunday of Advent 

29. All Saints of the Three Franciscan Orders 

 

 



 

Pope’s/Ciofs Prayers for Oct. 
Pope’s Universal: 
For the evangelization:  Missionary disciples: 
We pray that every baptized person may be 
engaged in evangelization, available to the mission, 
by being witnesses of a life that has the flavor of 
the Gospel. 
CIOFS: 
For the national fraternities of Cameroon, 
Paraguay, and Vietnam. 
 

 

October Formation 
On-Going Formation – Holy Half-Hours, Articles 
23-24 
Initial Formation for Candidate – ZOOM, October 
19, 1:30 pm.  Franciscan Journey, Ch. 30-31. 
 

Fraternity Prayer List 
We pray for: 
The victim’s and the families affected by fires, 
 flooding, droughts & earthquakes; 
All those affected by events in Afghanistan; 
Those displaced from their homes & countries; 
An end to Covid19 and all its variants; 
The decrease in the polarization of our country and 
 her people over politics, religion, and health 
 care and for the country’s healing & peace; 
St. Junipero Serra Emerging Fraternity whom we 
 sponsor: 
Mary Ann’s brother-in-law’s cancer treatments to be 
 successful and a reduction of his pain and 
 her grandson’s teenage issues; 
Bonita’s healing from her foot surgery and for 
 her healing from pneumonia and release 
 from the hospital; 
Lori and Justin’s adoption process discernment 
 and for students in school and faith 
 formation; 
Janet’s thanksgiving for all God's blessings, and for 
 all my family members, living and deceased; 
 total healing of her son Scotty; 
Mary’s niece Ashley; 
Joan’s friend Kathy at LSP & granddaughter Emily; 
Norma’s friend Karen;  
Kay’s continued health and happiness; 

Trudy’s healing from her surgery and the success 
 of her cancer treatments; 
The repose of the soul of Kathie’s stepson; 
Joe’s and Mitzi’s prayers; 
Kathy & Tim’s family for health and job security and 
 for Nancy’s healing from breast cancer; 
Jim’s healing from his heart procedure; 
Fr. Steve, his writings, studies and his students; 
All the friars as they adjust to their new places; 
The new Order of priests at St. Bonaventure’s; 
And all the prayers in the depths of our hearts! 

 

Fraternity Infirmarian Report 

This month, on behalf of our Fraternity, I have sent 
"Thinking of You" cards to Trudy Phillips and Bonita 
Hartmann, along with our continued prayers for 
their health and well-being, as they recover from 
their recent surgeries. I have also sent "Thinking of 
You" cards to the relatives of our deceased 
Fraternity sisters and brothers. Let us remember 
them, and all our sisters and brothers, in prayer.    
 
Respectfully submitted by Janet Holmes, OFS 
 

Fraternity Minutes 
September 12, 2021 
 
Present 
Bonita Hartmann, Jim Terry, Trudy Phillips, Mary 
Ann Bucklin, Norma Noonan, and Sue Allen 
 
Franciscan Gospel Sharing Mark chap. 8: 27-35 
Our sharing focused on Jesus as the suffering 
servant and Peter's confession of the lordship of 
Jesus as the Messiah. The human side of Jesus. 
Bonnie suggested we look at vs 13 chapter 10 in 
Paul's 1st letter to the Corinthians. How do we 
respond to suffering? Jesus begins to reveal the 
Pascal mystery. 
 
Ongoing Formation led by Norma Noonan  
Holy Half-Hours - Article 22 - Life in Fraternity. 
Some discussion of this article revolved around the 
meaning of being subject to Cannon Law and 
responsible to hierarchical responsibility. There was 
some focus given to what exactly it means to have 
an apostolic purpose and how that may look on an 
individual basis and or a Fraternity level. We have 
done some things in the past as a Fraternity. 
Making sandwiches, Christmas Shoe box, etc. Are 
there some opportunities?  
 
Jim Terry - Opened the business meeting with 
prayer. 



 
The Common Fund was collected. 
Old and New Business were combined to one 
discussion period. Without a quorum there were no 
previous or new items to be voted on. 
We received a nice card from Trudy thanking us for 
prayers. We will pass that around again in October. 
Trudy will be starting fairly intensive Radiation 
treatments in late September with the most likely 
side effect being fatigue.  She hopes to be available 
for our October meeting and lead the Liturgy of the 
hours after the business meeting. She specifically 
requested for as many people as can to bring your 
breviary. 
Some people are interested in joining together to 
attend the Transitus hosted on October 3rd by Mary 
Queen of Peace Fraternity and Franciscan Brothers 
of Peace. 6:30 PM.  
Some discussion centered around charity and what 
seems to be a large monetary reserve. Much more 
to talk about in October. 
 
With the business meeting closed we prayed the 
Liturgy of the hours and were encouraged strongly 
to pray. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Jim Terry, OFS 
 

Fraternity Treasury Report 
$3,911.83 Total as of August 1, 2021 
 
Income: 
$   200.00 September Common Fund 
 
Expenses from common fund: 
 
Expenses from the Meagher Formation Fund: 
$     10.66 1 additional 2022 Formation Book 
 
$ 4101.17       Total as of October 1, 2021 
  
Restricted Funds: 
$   780.73        Meagher Memorial Formation Fund 
$   865.00        2022 Fair Share for 14 OFS, 1 Can. 
$   360.00        2022 Fair Share SJS 6 OFS 
$ 2005.73       Total Restricted Funds 
 
$ 2095.44     Available Funds October 1, 2021 
 
Respectfully submitted by Norma Noonan, OFS 

T 

 

 

 
 

St. Junipero Serra 

Emerging 

Fraternity News 
 

FANTASTIC NEWS!!!  As you can see from the 
new heading above, on October 2, 2022 the 
Queen of Peace Regional Executive Council 
verified the previous vote electronic vote by 
them and the previous vote by us, SJ23, to 
approve this Newly Forming Group to become 
an EMERGING FRATERNITY!!!  
CONGRATULATIONS to the newly appointed 
council who will serve for the next 3 years as 
they learn and grow into a sustaining fraternity! 
Minister – Iris Sanford, OFS 
Vice Minister – Robert Sanford, OFS 
Secretary – Louise Heim, OFS 
Treasurer – Joan Henchel, OFS 
Formation Director – Veronica Willand, OFS 
Councilor – Joyce McKevitt, OFS 

 
 

SJ23rd Council 
Minister – Kathleen Sirek, OFS 651-666-3985 
Vice Minister – Jim Terry, OFS 612-964-1660 
Secretary – Mitzi Speranzella, OFS 612.979-7168 
Treasurer – Norma Noonan, OFS 651-686-0532 
Formation – Kathy Taormina, OFS 952-457-2209 
Spiritual Assistant–Fr. Steve McMichael, OFM Conv. 

Infirmarian – Janet Holmes, OFS 952-913-8539 
***Remember – to be excused, please call the 

fraternity Minister, Kathie Sirek! 
 
 



 

Gospel Reading – Oct. 10 

Mark 10:17-30 
As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man 
ran up, knelt down before him, and asked him, 
"Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?"  Jesus answered him, "Why do you call me 
good? No one is good but God alone. 
You know the commandments: You shall not kill; 
you shall not commit adultery; you shall not 
steal; you shall not bear false witness; you shall 
not defraud; honor your father and your mother."  
He replied and said to him, "Teacher, all of these 
I have observed from my youth."  Jesus, looking 
at him, loved him and said to him, "You are 
lacking in one thing.  Go, sell what you have, and 
give to the poor and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me."  At that 
statement his face fell, and he went away sad, 
for he had many possessions.  Jesus looked 
around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is 
for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom 
of God!" The disciples were amazed at his 
words.  So Jesus again said to them in reply, 
"Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of 
God! It is easier for a camel to pass through the 
eye of a needle than for one who is rich to enter 
the kingdom of God." They were exceedingly 
astonished and said among themselves, "Then 
who can be saved?" Jesus looked at them and 
said, "For human beings it is impossible, but not 
for God. All things are possible for God." Peter 
began to say to him, "We have given up 
everything and followed you."  Jesus said, 
“Amen, I say to you, there is no one who has 
given up house or brothers or sisters or mother 
or father or children or lands for my sake and for 
the sake of the gospel who will not receive a 
hundred times more now in this present age: 
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers 
and children and lands, with persecutions, and 
eternal life in the age to come."  
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Franciscan Gospel Sharing 

 

Gaze on Him 
look on the words; 

read and listen to the Scripture with an open 
mind, let the words sink into you 

 

Consider Him 
ponder the words; 

think about what is being revealed in your heart 
and mind and soul 

 

Contemplate Him 
weigh the words; 

decide which article in the OFS Rule relates to the 
words and ponder that article 

 

Imitate Him 
outpour the words; 

take all of this into the world with a concrete 
action which today you state aloud 

 
…in the tradition of St. Clare of Assisi 

 

On Human rights: 
(11) Man has the right to live. He has 
the right to bodily integrity and to the 
means necessary for the proper 
development of life, particularly food, 
clothing, shelter, medical care, rest, 
and, finally, the necessary social 
services. In consequence, he has the 
right to be looked after in the event of 
ill health; disability stemming from 
his work; widowhood; old age; 
enforced unemployment; or 
whenever through no fault of his own 
he is deprived of the means of 
livelihood. 
—Pope Saint John XXIII, OFS 
Pacem In Terris. 1963 

mailto:kathysfo@hotmail.com


Holy Half-Hours 

OFS RULE 

 

Ongoing Formation 

Assignment: 
OFS RULE – Article 23 

 

1.  Read OFS RULE, Article 23 

2.  Read any commentaries, such as Hidden Power III: From Gospel to Life. 

     Read OFS General Constitutions, Articles 37-44, 56.1. 

 

 3.  Questions: 

 

 Week 1:  

• “Profession by its nature is a permanent commitment.”  Explain this in your own words by 

the example of your own vocation. 

 

 

  

 

 Week 2: 

• I am responsible for my own formation.  How did I fully immerse myself in study to prepare 

for profession?  Has that changed now that I am professed? 

  

  

 

  

 Week 3: 

• How do I prepare monthly for Ongoing Formation?  Do I read and answer the questions so 

that I am intellectually able to respond and share with my fraternity?   

 

  

 

  

 Week 4: 

• Do I skip the preparation for formation and just wing it at the fraternity gatherings?  Is that 

fair to those who have taken the time to prepare?  What can I do to change my attitude about 

formation? 

 

Make a commitment to spend four 

holy half-hours to prepare for class.  

 

Preferably, spend one holy half-hour a 

week. 

For each holy half hour:  

• Put yourself in the presence of God. 

• Pray to the Holy Spirit for Guidance. 

• Read the assigned passages. 
 

After reading, spend time with God in prayer. Use some of your 

thoughts as points of dialogue with God. 

  



Holy Half-Hours 

OFS RULE 

 

Ongoing Formation 

Assignment: 
OFS RULE – Article 24 

 

 

1.  Read OFS RULE, Article 24. 

 

2.  Read any commentaries, such as Hidden Power III: From Gospel to Life. 

     Read OFS General Constitutions, Articles 31.4, 53.1, 96.1-2. 

 

 3.  Questions: 

 

 Week 1:  

• Most fraternities meet but once a month.  How would you propose to have more gatherings 

throughout the month to enliven and enrich members? 

 

 

 

  

 Week 2: 

• What are some of the ways in which the fraternity can gather for various apostolates, 

especially ones that aid the poor and marginalized? 

  

 

  

  

 Week 3: 

• How do I support the fraternity council in their endeavors to have “the involvement of all its 

members” in meetings and apostolates? 

 

 

  

  

 Week 4: 

• The OFS “ought to be ready to share the experience of evangelical life with the youth who 

feel attracted to Saint Francis of Assisi and to seek the means of adequately presenting it to 

them.”  Give examples of how the fraternity could do that. 

Make a commitment to spend four 

holy half-hours to prepare for class.  

 

Preferably, spend one holy half-hour a 

week. 

For each holy half hour:  

• Put yourself in the presence of God. 

• Pray to the Holy Spirit for Guidance. 

• Read the assigned passages. 
 

After reading, spend time with God in prayer. Use some of your 

thoughts as points of dialogue with God. 

  


